Once again, I asked my students in my cell culture and tissue engineering laboratory course to list the five books that they would mostly likely suggest to their friends or a bibliophile professor like me.  It could be fiction or non-fiction.
I do exclude Harry Potter series, books by Dan Brown, Ender’s Game and Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy, as they tend to write those anyway.
I’ve decided not to underline the books, as the list is so extensive, it would take much more time to compile it!
I won’t list mine, as you can see those on my YouTube channel.

Student 1:
Catch22 by Joseph Heller-Hilarious
Bluebeard by Kurt Vonnegut-great story
The Dharma Bums by Jack Kerouac-great story again
The Stranger by Albert Camus-must read existentialist novel
The Metamorphosis by Franz Kafka-another must read existentialist novel

Student 2:
A Child Called “It”-it opens your eyes to the sorrow in the world, and it will make you appreciate your parents.
Turn of the Screw by Henry Jones-really good mystery novel, which has many twists and no real conclusion
Crime and Punishment by Dosteovosky-amazing book with great characters and plot.
As I lay Dying by Faulkner-Really weird family story but really good stories behind characters.
“Blink”-psychology non-fictions about hour your first impression can tell you so much. And it’s not wrong to have first impressions because they can often be correct.

Student 3:
Old Man’s War by Skulzi
Ghost Brigades by Skulzi
The Moon is a Harsh Mistress
Smoke and Mirrors by Neil Gaiman
A History of Nearly Everything

Joleen:
Flowers for Algernon- I read it in 7th grade and still love it. It talks about a lot of issues with human testing and it’s a really touching story.
Decoding Darkness- It’s a book about the search for Alzheimer’s, and the authors’ journey getting to that point of research. It comes close to my heart since I know two people with Alzheimer’s, and the author is still active with music (which I love). Alzheimer’s research is very important now, and a popular topic.
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest- There’s just so much depth to this book that it’s hard to explain. On a superficial level, one could say it’s a look into the mind of a crazy patient. It’s a great book about finding yourself, finding courage, trauma-the list is endless.
Abarat- One amazing aspect of this book (besides the story) is that the author is a painter and illustrates this book with oil paintings. The imagination in this book is so thorough that the paintings are needed. Jim is a firm believer in dreams, hope, and imagination, and the book stresses it.
Fahrenheit 451- A bit cliché to suggest, but more important now than ever. I feel like too many people move to digital books or even movies/TV to replace a good paper book, which breaks my heart. Books are important!

Andrew:
Brave New World by Huxley- Stark contrast presented about an idealistic, futuristic society as compared to out current day conditions.
A Tale of Two Cities by Dickens- Story about the corruption within the French Revolution and the selflessness if a battered and beaten man (Sydney Carton).
Othello by Shakespeare- The story of a coy and tactful villain and his pursuit to bring ruins to the story’s main character. One of Shakespeare’s best; tale of deception and betrayal.
Picture of Donan Gray by Wilde- A tale where a man consumed with external beauty acts rashly and reveals many vices inherent within. The picture painted for him depicts the gruesome thoughts and devious deeds he has committed.
Fahrenheit 451 by Ray Bradbury- The main character is torn between duty and desire. A story about censorship and defying authorities.

Gene:
Invisible Monsters by Chuck Palahniuk- A model becomes disfigured after being shot in the jaw. Now mentored by a transsexual, she travels across North America. A roller coaster ride. 
Mother Night by Kurt Vonnegut- An American becomes a secret agent for the US in Germany during World War Two and is now being tried as one of the worst war criminals or the century. A real heartbreaker.
Middle Sex by S. Eugenides- A hermaphrodite chronicles his/her family history immigrating to America and talks about growing up.
Geek Love by Katherine Dunn- A circus owner decides the best way to make freaks is bye impregnating and experimenting with his wife. Unique perspective from and albino hunchback. Questions the definition of humanity.
Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep by Philip K. Dick- Adapted into the cult movie Blade Runner with Harrison Ford.

Student 4:
Eragon- The first book of a series. This is a fantasy book about a boy who finds a dragon egg. I recommend this book to my friends because it was written while the author was in high school, so it seems to have the right mix of younger emotions.
Andromeda Strain- Classic science fiction sure to be interesting to anyone in science of medicine.
Dune- If you are persistent enough to read this book, it offers a level of complexity that is not in most books.
Devil in the White City- A classic book that should hit home with anyone from Chicago.
A Walk in the Woods- I recommend this book to anyone who has trued camping. This book details hiking through Appalachians with an unwilling friend.

Yousuf:
Slaughterhouse 5 by Kurt Vonnegut
Galapagos by Kurt Vonnegut
Cat’s Cradle by Kurt Vonnegut
Catch-22 by Joseph Heller
The Natural

Steven:
Battlefield Earth by Elran Hubbard- I know he founded scientology, but the book is an interesting science fiction adaptation of what could happen to our planet in the future.
3001: A Space Odyssey- Very interesting book about how the world and inventions would appear as magic if we were transported into the future.
The Goal- Funny and easy to read book about the pursuit of quality control in an industrial setting.
The Longest Day- Tells the story of D-Day (June 6, 1944) through the experiences of the people involved in the Normandy invasion instead of just a dry and historical perspective.
To America by Stephen Ambrose- Each chapter contains a story form the history of the United States, from the duel between Hamilton and Burr to the follow up to Watergate.

Emily:
19 Minutes by Jodi Piccoult- This book forces you to reexamine the way you look at a seemingly “black and white” situation.
Queen of Babble by Meg Cabot- The book version of a chick flick, very cute and it takes place in England.
Dandelion Wine by Ray Bradbury- My favorite book because I think it captures the essence of summer inwards.
Prep- Like the book Old School crossed with A Separate Peace written for a modern audience. Emotional in a good way.
Sickened- A non-fiction book about a girl who grew up with a mother and grandmother who had Munchausen by proxy. Very sad, but also attention grabbing and informative.

Student 5:
Lord of the Rings Series- Much, much better than the movies.
The Alchemist- Taught me life lessons.
Tom Clancy’s Rainbow Six- Created an entire genre of video games.
The Color of Water- Just really well written.
To Kill a Mockingbird- Classic

Student 6:
Catcher in the Rye- Really good, easily relatable to.
Their Eyes Were Watching God- Powerful book following life of a black woman and her adventures.
Body Language- Don’t realize how much it affects day to day life.
Birth Order- You start to notice characteristics in people based on birth order.
Macbeth- It’s nice to know to read Shakespeare. It’s entertaining and it seems like questions on Jeopardy are often about it or other Shakespeare novels.

Austin:
Diplomacy by Henry Kissinger- A very interesting look at politics and different strategies used throughout history.
When You Are Engulfed in Flames by David Sedaris- His wry, self-deprecating humor is tremendously funny.
The Elegant Universe by Daniel Greene- A basic (but not too basic) look and overview of the universe.
Pawn of Prophecy by David Eddings- The first fantasy book (and also my favorite) I ever read. It is a source of nostalgia.
Phillip Pulman’s Dark Materials Trilogy- The anti-Narnia. A very cool, thoughtful look at religion. He presents some very deep ideas about God and His existence and how that affects us.


Student 7:
A Child Called It by Dave Peltzer- It’s a very sad book about child abuse. While it is very sad, it raises your awareness regarding domestic abuse and makes you thankful for your parents.
Black Beauty- A very old book, but also very heart-warming.
The Martian Chronicles- It’s a really weird book filled with short stories. It makes you think about human issues.
Nancy Drew- It’s my favorite childhood series. It’s so awesome!
National Geographic- Not really a book but it’s so cool!

Student 8:
Dreams from My Father by Barack Obama
The Great Gatsby
The Art of Seduction
1984
The Present
Marshmallow Story

Student 9: 
The Five People You Meet in Heaven- This book is very inspirational.

Student 10:
Catch-22
Atlas Shrugged
Redwall Series
A Brief History of the Universe
Paradise Lost
Student 11:
My Sister’s Keeper
Truth about Forever
Lovely Bones
Stori Telling – Written by Tori Spelling about her life. It’s always interesting to hear a celeb’s side of their story outside magazines and tabloids.
Angus, Thongs, and Full-Frontal Snogging (and other books in the series) - Every one of those books are “laugh out loud” funny and I have read them multiple times.

Student 12: 
Life of Pi- It is a unique story about a boy trying to survive. I like that it can be interpreted in many different ways.
Rigged- A story about the mercantile exchange and the power in the oil industry. It was “eye opening” to say the least.
The Great Gatsby- One of my favorite books since high school. It was a very interesting depiction of society.
Ender’s Shadow- I like that it was a completely different take on the exact same story as Ender’s Game. It was cool to see how different the same story could be told.
The 5 People You Meet in Heaven- It was a really short read, but covered a lot of important life lessons. It’s definitely one I can read over and over again.

Student 13:
Twilight Series
Memoirs of a Geisha
Wicked
East of Eden
A Million Little Pieces

Olivia:
A Wizard of Earthsea- It’s like a grown up version of Harry Potter; the writing is spectacular and there is some intense imagery and some striking themes.
Life of Pi- I really enjoyed the religious commentary of this book. It is quite thought provoking, but not pushy or alienating.
The Solitaire Game- This book is very philosophical in nature, but it is not nearly as dense as Sophie’s World is; the story is quite entertaining and the author raises some interesting philosophical issues.
Another Day in the Frontal Lobe- This book is by neurosurgeon and it was quite fun for me to read because I want to eventually become a brain surgeon. This book is informative, but also fun to read to read because the author weaves in fun anecdotes.
The Count of Monte Cristo- This is a classic. I love the plot-Dante’s quest for revenge and the lessons he learns along the way. Really, it’s quite educational and simply entertaining.

Caroline:
Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen- A literary classic, it has everything- humor, drama, satire, suspense, and a happy romantic ending. Jane Austen includes subtle commentary on upper class society in early 19th century England.
The Red Tent by Anita Diamant- Tells the story of Dinah, who only has a quick appearance in the Bible, and her relationship with Rachel, Leah, and Jacob in a sort of Biblical fan fiction. Examines the role of women in ancient times.
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens- Not for the passive reader, but worth the effort. A story of a family’s involvement in the French Revolution and the effect on “normal” citizens. Would you die by the guillotine so that the woman you love could be saved and live a happy life with her husband?
Handmaid’s Tale by Margaret Atwood- Chilling, futuristic tale of dystopia in which women have specific roles to further a society dictated by regulation and morality. Social commentary on gender roles and government, similar to Huxley’s Brave New World but more interesting/psychological.
Bel Canto by Ann Patchett- Story of a dinner-party gone wrong, in which worldwide leaders and guests are taken hostage at a mansion in South America by guerilla terrorists. Interesting relationships form between heads of state, normal civilians, Red Cross workers, the kitchen staff, the terrorists, an opera singer, and a missionary.


Student 14:
Catch 22- It is both very funny and thought provoking commentary on war.
The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn- Well written and interesting commentary about an important period in American history.
As You Like It- One of Shakespeare’s funniest and more overlooked works.
Scar Tissue- Interesting autobiography about music, success, and the problems that come with it.
Everything Bad is Good for You- Interesting book about how current “pop culture” trends could actually have some benefits.

Student 15:
Brave New World by Aldous Huxley- Explores limits of biological experimentation.
1984 by George Orwell- The flip side of “Brave New World” in an all controlling world.
As Nature Made Him- A book that studies a boy who was raised as a girl after a circumcision accident. Unique cure because he was an identical twin.
The Beatles Anthology- A great book for a great band.
Innumeracy- A book by a scientist/mathematician that explores the “Innumeracy” of out country- The inability for people to interpret numbers and statistical probabilities.

Kerri:
Between a Rock and a Hard Place- This is the firsthand story of the man who was trapped in a canyon for days before he cut off his own arm to escape and survive. It also includes the details of some of his other hair-raising adventures. It is a testament to the miraculous human body. One of my all time favorite books!
76 Days Adrift- Another firsthand tale of ultimate survival, this time while floating in an inflatable life raft at sea. Empowering to know what the human body is capable of. Plus, you might learn a few tricks that could save your life one day.
Deep Survival- The author of this book explores the differences between people who survive life threatening situations and those who don’t. He tries to find a common thread between survivors. Very interesting!

Student 16:
Short History of Nearly Everything- Most entertaining educational book known to man.
Cheap Phys Trick- Never know when one of these will solve a problem.
Biomimicry- Interesting idea of just engineering what already exists into something useful.
Catcher in the Rye- You never know how many pop cultural references are made based on this book.

Student 17: 
Alien Encounters by Mimi Thi Nguyen- It’s one of the texts for AAS120, but something I really enjoy reading. It’s a compilation of essays that target popular culture and analyze why it seems okay for some things to happen.
Sarah Dessen’s books, my favorites are Just Listen and This Lullaby. Although it’s more like teenage coming of age stories, I really liked these books and spent nights sitting up reading page after page.
Secret Identities: An Asian American Superhero Anthology- The authors came to UIUC about a month ago. It’s interesting to me because it is written in comic form, but is about Asian American superheroes that people came up with. The stories include historical references as well as stereotypes that are discussed.
Twilight- I personally never finished the book, but I know people of all ages that have differing views. But it’s interesting to see how people react to it.

Student 18:
Crime and Punishment- Even though I read this for AP English in high school, I thought it was by far one of the most interesting book’s I’ve ever read because not only was it captivating. But it gives you a look at the other side’s perspective in how he went about doing things and why.
Sword of Truth series- Though it’s long, it was one of my favorite fantasy series, because not only was it captivating and interesting to read, there are a lot of deep thoughts and issues that arise in the thinking/thoughts and actions of the characters that really allow the reader to not only enter his/her imagination but also look at moral issues and what he/she would do in those situations.
Wallflower- I was recommended this book by my English teacher and though I wasn’t sure how I really felt about it during my initial reading, but looking back on it, I feel I learned a lot about different perspectives. It really makes you examine many different perspectives and lenses in which you look through life.
The Great Gatsby- Another of those books that is captivating and yet you learn so much about situations and events that dictate your actions, choices, and future. From this book alone, I really looked into and learned a lot about the materialistic aspect of life and its not only clear yet subtle role in the development of one’s life.
Redwall Series- I just loved these books when I was younger and I still love them now because the just provide a good stress reliever and escape into one’s own imagination, which is good from time to time.

Anonymous Student:
Left Behind-Interesting with some excitement
Collapse-Somewhat dry but lots of info
Rosemary’s Baby- Creepy and an old book but still good
Daniel- Also old but good story line, haven’t finished it yet, though
Running Man- Good book, made into a movie with the govenator, Arnold S. 
Bioengineering 202 Lab Manual: Many useful techniques!  (ahem, no extra points for that!!)


