Book list as compiled by the BIOE 298/MCB 493 Spring 2006 Class
Thank you all for your input  Here is the list from the class.  Just reading this document could keep us busy all summer!

List from Joanne:  

Totto-Chan: The Little Girl at the Window by Tetsuko Kuranoyagi---Japan’s all time best seller, sweet and simple, an autobiography of a TV personality and philanthropist about her life at an alternative Japanese school when she was younger....changed forever the way I viewed formal education.  I read it (in English translation) on the plane ride home from Japan when I was 17 and then many times since and have given it to my kids to read.  When Andy (my oldest) read it for a recent project, he commented how much the little girl is like my daughter, Abby, who is on the autistic spectrum.

The Remains of the Day by Kazuo Ishiguro—Maybe I have thing for Japanese authors, but Ishiguro lived a long time in England and the story is very English.  Stevens, you fool! Wake up and realize who you are working for AND tell the girl you love her!  Stevens, the head butler of the house was so committed to his work that he could not even allow the expression of any sort of emotion or formulate an opinion. Can watch the decent movie version with Emma Thompson and Anthony Hopkins.

Guns, Germs and Steel by Jared Diamond---one of my faves in the non-fiction genre (I listened on an unabridged tape the first time through).  IMHO, all high schools should teach this across the curriculum: geography, history, biology, anthropology.  I really appreciated how Dr. Diamond elucidated the hypothesis that human progress, civilization and industrialization was tipped toward the white Europeans, not because they were white, but because they lived at the right latitude!  
Any works by Ralph Waldo Emerson.  Emerson became my comforter and friend during a frightening time when I was 17 and needed brain surgery (lucky for me, it was a benign tumor and they never really had to touch any gray matter). Emerson is a magnificent communicator, writing with such eloquence.  What he describes is so touching and such a clear expression of the magnificence and awesomeness of this universe and the indescribable privilege of being a living human being.  When I read his works, I just want to try harder to be a better person.

List from Kristina, TA assistant
Largesse, Jean Starobinsky, JM Todd University of Chicago Press --Book on gift giving based on a set of exhibitions from Louvre by a notable critic and intellectual historian from the University of Geneva, Jean Starobinsky.   

 

It's Not About the Bike: My Journey Back to Life, Lance Armstrong --A well written, captivating story of Armstrong's physical and spiritual transformation to a man who wins the fight against cancer, and also Tour de France.  Must read for all MD headers and well... everyone else. It's just a one nighter. 

 

The Making of the Atomic Bomb, Richard Rhodes--Great book for those interested in impact of research on society or making an impact on society with research.   One of the best, well supported insights into the making of the world's most powerful weapon. Shines light on what the trouble was in realizing when to stop when discovering how powerful our intellect really was. 
 

I only had 3... sorry. I don't read much other than my textbooks and research articles.  None of the other books stand out as favourite.

List from Amanda, TA
Phillipians (from the Bible): A book full of Joy (Joanne agrees!!)
The Sparrow (Russell): a great sci-fi book that makes you think about some interesting religious questions

The Right Stuff (Wolfe): an insider’s look behind the scenes of the beginning s of the American Space Program

Ender’s Game (Card): another sci-fi, mainly just for fun, about a smart kid that saves the world

A Game of Thrones (Martin): A fantasy book very loosely based on the The War of the Roses that has many unexpected twists and turns.
The Water is Wide (Conroy): A teacher’s struggles on an island whose inhabitants haven’t heard some things that we would consider basic.

List from Nell Keith, TA
List from Tim Chiang, TA assistant
List from Frank
The Giver—makes you appreciate what you have in life (the good and bad) once you’ve seen the instance of a quasi-utopian society

Ender’s Game—shows importance of independence and responsibility.  Also just good for sci-fi.

Siddhartha—just a peaceful read.

Holes—shows importance of friends in hostile environments. Plus, such a quick read you might feel as if you were a speed reader.

The Things They Carried—Also pertains to hostile environments, but in a much more serious/realistic sense.

List from a student not wishing to be mentioned

Faith of the Fallen—even as a fantasy novel in a multi-book series, this work by Terry Goodkind gives an empowering message about life.

The DaVinci Code—If you haven’t read it already, this novel is one of the most thrilling reads I’ve ever come across.  Staying up till 4 am reading is the norm.

Etruscans-Whom the God’s Love—A must for mythology buffs, it puts an interesting and captivating spin on a known Roman myth hero.

Where the Sidewalk Ends—Poems by Shel Silverstein=timeless entertainment
Freakonomics--Funny commentary by an esteemed economist.  It will definitely make you see a new prospective

List from Jessica 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card—one of the best sci-fi books out there, with a lot of military tactics and psychological warfare.

Why Gender Matters by Dr. Leonard Sax—really interesting look at psychological and behavioral differences between genders and how our society is influenced by them.

Angels and Demons by Dan Brown—A great mystery that’s the prequel to the DaVinci Code (and better in my opinion)

Devil in the White City—An enlightening look at Chicago during the Columbian Exposition and one of the the first recorded serial killers...random, yet cool!

The Sunday Philosophy Club by Alexander McCall Smith—laid back Scottish mystery with a lot of philosophy thrown in.
List from Nick
The Physics of Tao--How does Tao fit into such complicated physic such as quantum mechanics and waves studies?

The Ants by Bernard Werber—French science-fiction book that is filled of cultural and scientific facts/myths and interesting hypotheses.  One of the heroines of the book is an ant.

In the Name of All My People (Au Nom de Tous Les Miens)—tells the story of a concentration camp and Warsaw Ghetto who-----family die but fought to survive as he considered his life and memories the only weapon he had against his enemies.  This book gave me hope and made me find MY way and path (help others through science and teaching)

Dune by Frank Herbert—Science fiction novel that describes the rise of a “Messiah” in a degenerate galaxy.  The Worm Emperor novel of the series is filled with questions and ideas about politics and religion.

Lord of the Rings by JRR Tolkien—Made me flunk several tests of math and even English at the age  of 10!

Guards, Guards by Terry Pratchet—a fun fantasy book
On Order by Tom Clancy

The Restaurant at the End of the Universe by Douglas Adams—similar to Pratchet in a more refined humor

The Day I Ate My Father by ?—hilarious book about the life of a prehistoric man.  Really funny.

List from a student not wishing to be mentioned
Doyle Brunson’s Super System—A poker player’s bible.  Can help you make more money than any bio class ever could.
A People’s History of the US—Interesting events that are not normally talked about.

Guns, Germs and Steel—Makes a case of how civilization came to be.

As I Lay Dying by Faulkner—Just an interesting piece of literature about country life.

List from Patrick 
Any (hopefully all) of the Narnia books by CS Lewis

Mere Christianity by CS Lewis

The Lord of the Rings—good in 5th grade and still is.

Harry Turtledove’s alternate history novels are good if you liked asking “What if?” in history class.

I read all of Madeline L’Engle’s novels I could get my hands on back in Jr. High.

List from a student not wishing to be mentioned

Da Vinci Code—makes you think about how there might have been this big conspiracy with Jesus and many prominent figures in the world.

Huckleberry Finn—Need to relax?  Join Huck and the gang in their crazy adventures!

Flatland—Experience the world of 2D.  Life seems simpler, but isn’t.

Harry Potter series—These books make you feel like a kid again and want to do magical things.

Joy Luck Club—sad story but it really opens your eyes on war, love and life

List from Ryan 

The Elegant Universe by Brian Greene—great book that looks at string theory, which explains how quantum mechanics and the theory of relativity can coexist.  Gives easy to understand examples.

Angels and Demons—great follow up to The DaVinci Code which takes you on a tour of Rome to continue the mystery.

Catch 22—Hilarious satirical work from the early 1900s which satirizes the hellish nature of  war.

Hop on Pop—I just love Dr. Seuss.  He’s a genius. 

List from Perry 

My Sister’s Keeper—about designer babies

Freakonomics—you’ll see the world in a different way

Dress Your Family in Corduroy and Denim—great writer (David Sedakis) shows amusing aspects of life.

Tipping Point and Blink—same author, fabulous books on the world and how it operates

List from Lauren 
The Devil in the White City—Extremely good book.  Historic-discusses building of the World Fair of 1893 and a serial killer who lured victims from it.  Descriptions of architecture and engineering are fascinating.  Incredible to see how people/places are related.

Wicked—the play is incredible but the book is very different.  It is funny, at points vulgar, but a very good book nonetheless.  It is interesting to see similarities/differences to play.
7 Deadly Wonders by Matthew Reilly—an author similar to Michael Crichton.  At times it is predictable but is action packed and intense.

The Great Gatsby—my all time favorite.  I’ve read it multiple times and have always liked it.

Catch 22—Very funny.  It’s a classic.

List from Jeff 
“We”  by Zamyatin—Great Eastern European authors look at a future of technology and dehumanization

The Kama Sutra—increases your self confidence and increased pleasure for you and your partner(s) 

Galatea 2.2 by Powers:  The book is (couldn’t read the writing here) but provides interesting look at technology and humanity

The White City (Devil in the White City?)—factual book of World’s fair in Chicago as well as a serial killer, all factual but reads better than most novels.

Heart of Darkness by Conrad—Classic of human nature and evils of capitalism.  Also watch the film “Apocalypse Now” for a good modern adaptation (and good Brando scenes!)

List from Joseph 

War and Peace—you won’t have much free time if you start reading this encyclopedia of a book.

Jurassic Park by Michael Crichton—probably one of the reasons I am a bioengineering student.  It got me interested in the field.

Frankenstein by Mary Shelley—makes you really wonder if we should draw the line at certain technologies or scientific techniques

Anything by George Carlin—he might be old and he might be bitter, but Carlin has a very cynical sense of humor that always cracks me up

Huck Finn by Mark Twain—very entertaining book to read and really good to read over the summer as that is when it’s based.
List from Eric 

The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin—it is interesting to get into the mind of one of our nation’s great historical figures—also interesting to know how he dealt with people and how it can be applied today.

How to Play Piano—why, you ask?  Because everyone should play an instrument and the piano seems pretty easy to pick up (learn)

Black Hawk Down - not a lot of knowledge to be taken from this one, although it is very entertaining and a quick read (From Joanne--my brother was a helicopter pilot and repairman in the Marines—I know he worked on some Black Hawks and was lucky to never have crashed in any!)

The Da Vinci Code-c’mon now, if you haven’t read this one, you might have lived the last few years in a cave, but seriously, fun, and the movie is coming out soon.

Stewart Little—this was one of the first books my mom ever read to me and I think it helped my early mental development + talking mouse.
List from Erum
My Sister’s Keeper by Jodi Piccoult—raises ethical questions about a child being conceived for the purpose of being a genetic match for her leukemic sister.  Really makes you think!!

Twilight by Stephenie Meyer—the best romance I ever read in my life, no contest.

The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-time—from the perspective of an autistic boy and shows what he goes through, while still being a really interesting story, I thought it was amazing. It is a mystery.

You Don’t Know Me by David Klass—Darkly funny, almost hilarious, but extremely tragic at the same time; it had a big impact on me.

Harry Potter series—I don’t know anyone who tried them and didn’t love them.  I’m obsessed.

List from a conflicted student who checked both yes and no.  

Heart of Darkness by Joseph Conrad—a beautiful novella about the ugliness of man’s nature
The Castle by Franz Kafka—an exploration of the powerlessness and futility of being a stranger in society.

Ovid’s Metamorphoses –the original collection of Greek mythology

William Faulkner’s short stories—Interpersonal dysfunction at its finest

Freud’s lectures on psychoanalysis—Ratman, Wolfman, Little Hans—just some of these patients’ psydonyms—find out why!

 List from a student not wishing to be mentioned
The Devil Wears Prada—good trashy (kinda), relaxer—no heavy thinking involved, funny and keeps you hooked 

Harry Potter series—action packed, exciting stories of teenagers doing what they do best—good plots and twists.
The Perks of Being a Wallflower—gives good insight into the life of some one maybe very different from you  (homosexual teenager struggling).

The Notebook—BEST love story I have ever read—great for the beach or hammock!

To Kill a Mockingbird—My favorite book ever.  Good moral lessons on life, love and family.

List from a student not wishing to be mentioned
Hot Zone—this is a great book about the outbreak and tracking of a biosafety level 4 virus.  It’s great!

Kite Runner—I just picked it up this summer, it relates to the culture in the middle east with the war right now.  I couldn’t put it down.

DaVinci Code—always a great choice if you haven’t read it already.  You won’t put it down.

Atlas Shrugged—a book everyone should read

The Wringer—easy read that I read a few years ago, but it makes you think.

List from a student who does not wish to be named

The Bible—even if you are not Christian, it’s good to get to know what Christians believe

Purpose Driven Life—best seller, you can see why from the title

I Kissed Dating Goodbye—great perspective on relationships

To Die For and To Live For—both by Ryan Dobson, discusses perspective on what we’re living/dying for.

The DaVinci Code—interesting perspective on conspiracies about religion

Harry Potter books—fun reading

List from unknown student

The Giver—I enjoyed this book a lot because it presented and entirely different world

Hamlet—For some reason I am very good at understanding Shakespeare and I enjoyed the play a lot.

I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings—It’s not a book I would normally read, but I liked it.

Cujo—It’s a very good scary book.  I read it with all the lights on.

To Kill a Mockingbird—Just in case you haven’t read it, you should.  It’s a classic!

List from Will

Catch 22-funny, well written

Hitchhiker’s Guide to the Galaxy (trilogy—5 books)—British humor

Puddin’head Wilson—cynical Mark Twain book

The Elegant Universe—string theory made easy

Sophie’s World—explaining philosophy as a narrative, interesting

List from Charles

Rich Dad, Poor Dad---It distinguished between the old, obsolete mantra of “study hard to be successful” and the path to wealth in current times.

Why Do Men Have Nipples?—Answered many of the questions I had about life but was too afraid to ask anybody.

Eats Shoots and Leaves—For once, I was actually interested in learning about grammar; this book explains grammar in humorous way.

Why do you Care What Other People Think?—Richard Feynman’s memoirs—he has some very funny stories to tell (from Joanne- being the science lover I am, I like his stuff)

Thank God It’s Monday!—Although it didn’t change my lifestyle as intended, I liked how it systematically analyzed what I like/am good at.

List from someone not wanting to be identified

Angels and Demons—good, fast adventure

Voices of Chernobyl—up close accounts of the disaster

Brave New World—entertaining,’80s, futuristic, moral as well

Boy (I think that was the title)—long adventure with many sub plots

Holy Longing—very boring book but one or two lines stuck out.  Would not recommend to my worst enemy, but I couldn’t remember any other book I had read.

Short list from an unknown contributor

Angels and Demons and The DaVinci Code—similar premise—both very intriguing and really gets you thinking.  Not just any storybook.  The fact they are making a movie out of the latter should be reason enough. 

From an anonymous student

The DaVinci Code—a fun read that is quite addicting at times

Harry Potter and the Half Blood Prince—maybe the greatest drama of our time

Martin Dressler—Imaginative and insightful, will leave you thinking for hours

The World According to Garp—Hilarious!  The irony might just kill you.

Catch-22—Even more hilariouser!  Probes social and political issues with great flair.

Another anonymous contributor

The Last Immortal—Nice Sci Fi book about how nanotech can prevent cell death so people can live forever

Speaker for the Dead—Last book in the Ender’s series.  My favorite one in this series as it brings about an excellent closure to what Ender’s Game started.’

Princess Bride—yes, the book.  Pretty much the same as the movie, but there was a little more to the ending that the movie didn’t have, and I thought it was pretty funny, if a bit anti-climatic

The Journey West—Chinese novel from the Manchu dynasty. Chinese title is Xi You Ji.  Talks a lot about a Chinese monk and his 3 “disciples” (they are not human)’s journey to retrieve the authentic Buddhist scripture from India.  Along the way, they had to overcome 81 different types of hardship.  Takes place in the Tang Dynasty. Has lots of cameo appearances by Chinese Buddhist mythological characters.  Really fun to read.  My favorite book of all time.

War and Peace—The 2000 page long Leo Tolstoy masterpiece.  It gets really long winded at times but it’s a really intriguing piece of work especially for someone who loves history and historical places.

List from Stephen

Atlas Shrugged by Ayn Rand—this is a great book about the triumph of intellect and intelligence over ignorance.

The Fountainhead by Ayn Rand—Great book about the triumph of individuality

Brave New World—Execellent read about the idea of dehumanizing the human race.

The Lord of the Rings Trilogy—the best fantasy trilogy.  Also quite different from the movies

Life of Pi—great book.  Really makes you think about the mind’s adaptive abilities.  A surprise until the end.

Most popular books:
The Da Vinci Code and Angels and Demons—have read DVC but will pick up A& D this summer
Harry Potter series— I listened to them all on tape more than once...of course, I watch the movies! Our books are falling apart from the kids reading them over and over.
Ender’s Game (and series)—My three oldest kids have read it, had it read to them, read it to each other, so I feel like I have read it, but I haven’t...we own a worn copy and it’s on my list for this summer now!
The Devil in the White City—should I be worried that you like serial killer books?  I actually went out and purchased this and the fellow at the check-out was very enthusiastic about the book.
The Lord of the Rings—I like fantasy just fine but haven’t read these...we have copies at home, though
War and Peace—I have this on CD for the summer to listen to while I sew.  I listened to Anna Karenina and loved that, so I expect I can handle this.

Heart of Darkness—I’m of two minds on reading this--maybe
Catch 22—I’m an Air Force brat with a dad who drove ambulances in the Vietnam conflict...pretty much required reading at my house, was so funny! (makes M*A*S*H funnier)
The Elegant Universe—by Brian Greene, an author I would invite to dinner:  intelligent, articulate, cool science guy and attractive!

Atlas Shrugged and the Fountainhead—read these and moved by them, may revisit them

My Sister’s Keeper –not read yet, but recommended in many groups I interact with
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime—any book with autism in the storyline, I have read—this was good!
Freakonomics—have heard from other sources this is a good book to get you thinking
Guns, Germs and Steel --recommended by myself and one other student—good non-fiction
To Kill a Mockingbird—Love it!
Huckleberry Finn—good summer reading, I agree
